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Society and Civilizatiom, . .Second Presentation. . .

of the Pacific occurred also., And the nomads, during this time, came into contact
W '.I:'hu: the first mhangu. the Eirst trade, occurred. These

17 i - - = - o I 4 &8 ] Peaople
ru:i ized th.at tr.ndiug g:m-du was 'n.u-t aluaﬂ BAEY, -EﬁPEﬂill'H]' uht:n the tud-e Was Very
important.

An important invention, then, was writing. Unfortunately, the exchanges 4id not
alwvays happen peacefully. Hany times groups were envious of other groups and tried
to rob that group of gmds h? H.g:hti'n-;. This is the zad paﬂ nt history, I'I:w:wr,

ww::m;;:mmm_hmd naw_ﬁlvilimtiun:..
Each group had different gqualities, The agricultural groups had become more refined
and intelligent while the nomadic groups were physically stronger, more disciplined.
They could make great physical efforts more easily. Thus, often the nomads were the
vietors in battle., Puot the acquisitions of such nomadic victories unconsciously had
a cumlative effect such that not even one cultural conguest was lost. If one group
had developed certain forms of art, when the zavages overcamse this group, they adopted
the cultural characteristies of those art forms. This mixture of several cultures
happens continually, creating new cultures.

What is the result of all these transformations, these exchanges between peoples?
They are agrand series of wars, creatioms, researches after new ways, They reflect
the love of adventure, Think what man has Faced to satisfy hia "pourmet.”™ To eat
well, To have and satisfy his vanity. His thirst for power. To satisfy his desire
to discover something new. Think of all that men have endured in order te find geld.
A1l that the Eurepeans did to procure spices: cinammon, pepper, tea from Indiaj and
silk from China. Men continue the search: #£or new oil resources, for uranium mines,
We are threatened by great wars that threaten mankind, But fortunately, progress has
many good results as well as those bad ones;

have bepun to regress or t we have stopped.

GREAT CIVILIZATIONS: Second Presentaticm

Ve have geon the man of the old Stome Age and the mew. HBow we go together with man
towards the age of the great ecivilizations., To the Age of Metals: bronze, copper,
and m:n. We ean imediataly notiee that, w_ﬂmuﬂummu-

::ccn._li:nu_upbulr hu.t_wha.r. Ehu.ﬂtl_iﬁ_ﬂﬂ.lﬂﬁlﬂ
thonght. Inatitutions, cowntries, states, cities ewvolve.

We po into human history. PBEvoly : = ie_psychosphere. There are also
changes in the bioaphere, but these nhmp;e: are dna 1:-:- man's interventions, his inter-
ventions of the world of thought., It can be said that the Tree of Life, formed by a
an infinite mumber of branches, closes at the top with the symthesis of Bomo sapiens,.
We have begun at one cell: we arrive at mam, But this synthesis did not happen at
the same time everywhere, Where there are regions with better conditions, it is more
readily possible for men to form groups: great unions. Ihtmfm, L:.i.t_m.t_ﬁﬂ;aﬁﬂl
O _EETSH ish 7 15 1 B LT LD u i - [ 5t aAre
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remains have been found in the area of Jericho. + .signs of the agricultural revolutiom
which must have been established about 7000~ 8000 B.C, Those pecple kmew irrigatiom,
trade., They cultivated and harvested grains.

There ars regions with better conditions for human grocupa to form: regions such
as archipelagos, wast plains where rivers flow, land close to the sea, and mild
¢limatic areas, In these privileged areas one can distingeish the beginning of
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in myths and legends. We have the story of the continent that supk: Atlasntis, The "
It seems that there was

a terrible explosion, one that made an island sink into the Aegean Sea, the island of

San Toerine, an island which completely disappeared. The remains of the island show a very
i » The explesion was a result of an

earthquake together with the birth of am exploding volecano; and a whole civilization

was buried. Such an explosion sends tidal waves for long distances as a result of

the trembling of the earth, and scientists have learned much from such phenomena, It

is believed that volcanic ash may have covered part of Crete because suddenly that

eivilization declines, And there is no evidence of invasion. This was am extraordinary

eivilization with air-conditioned homes, Remains are found very much like those of

Pompeii. Some of the survivers may have escaped to Creece, where they brought their

culture to am agrarian people.

The civilizations we lnow have thelr origin in the resote past. We abandon now
the legends and go to the consgideration of the five areas of the great eivilizations,
(¥e should 1ist them in order of importance to our own civilization. )

1) Civilizations of the New World (Americas),
2) Civilizations of Australia and the South Pacific,
3) Civilizations of Asia. (Southern Asia and nearby islands)
4) Civilizations of India and the Far East,
5) Mediterranean civilizations.
6) Nomadic civilizations of the Burasian Steppes. (ecalled barbaric eivilizations
by the Greek and Romans,
ROTE: 2) and 3) are considered together as a geographical group.

Civilizations of the New World

These civilizations are more recent than the others, But this does not mean those
lands were not inhabited before or don't have a long history. Recently in Nevada
stones (tools) were found maybe 20,000 years old. It iz known that the ecivilizations
of Central Ameriea had great progress from 3,000 B.C, Several major civilizationa
formed: the Aztecs and the Mayans, Then the civil ization of the Inmcas of South
America,

The first civilizatien was that of the Mayas. They had a famous prist class. They
were great astronomers and mathematicisns. There were a peaceful people; they wrote
in hiereglyphics; they had an advanced calendar, Unfortunately, these people were in
part conquered by the Aztecs, a crude and feroeicus people, worshiopers of a terrible i
god who asked for human sacrifices (in mass), They were hated by the Mayas. In such
a way that when the Spaniards arrived, the Mayan people did not get together with the
Aztecs to protect themselves. The Mavas believed that the Spaniards were people sent
by the gods to save them, But the Spanfiards were as eruel, if mot worse, than the
Aztecs. The Spanish destroyed great numbers of the masterpieces of gold made by the
Mayas. They tock the gold, melted it into bars (ingots), and took them by ship to
Spain. But the ship sank, The peocple in America cultivated potatos and yams and
pineapple. They knew how to sculpt in metals and were excellent clockmakers, They
built streets and canals (agqueducts) for water. The conquest of Spain was made in
1519 with Cortez, and finished in 1532 with another terrible gemeral: Pizarro,

Pacifie and Auwstrslisn Civilizatioms

The study of these civilizations is scaree, We don't know many of the important
thin!ﬂ- that h&ﬂHﬂEﬂ hare, & 15 LY s =u b rationa were on e Folvnesian
Islands. The rolynesians reached this area at the beginning of the Aneolithic Age,
On these islands have been found huge stone blocks called Megalithic momuments, but
it has not been discovered how they were transported there. Easter Island in the
South Pacific, is the site of a mumber of ancient massive sculptured heads., One
group had the name of the Aku-Aku.

India and the Orient



Great Civilizations. . .Second Presentation. . .

We have the Ch

; ) e _an dy - iy ] ] REd DRI =
Along this river several important eivilizations existed im
sequence, but all traces of them have disappeared. The Shang dynasty from 1700 - 1000 B.C,
which lasted 600 years. These were a strong people who loved to hunt, had great ban-
quéts, eultivated silk, and furs, Their skill with bronze has never heen surpassed,

They influenced the next civilization: Chou, which in turn influenced the next,

Ch'in., It was during the dynasty of Ch'in that the great Chinese philosophies were

developed: Confuscius and Mencio. And from this dynasty China takes its name,

i Today the Japanese sit on the
floor as the ancient Japanese custom; and the Chinese sit on chairs. We do not kno
when the printing press vas discovered bv the Chinese nor the date of the compass.
We do know that the Europeans imported the compass from China. The great mistake

of China was isolating itself from contact with others, (by means of their wall)
Thus its influence was not felt in Western Civilization for a long time., A Venetian
traveler, Mareo Pole, im the 13th Century (wvery late), discovered the richness and
power of the old empire. Bafore him, nothing of China was known in Burope. From
that time on, inventions of China were imported: printing, the raising of silk worms,
tea, gun powder,

integrity was pressrved.

In_India eivilizations developed aleng the Hindus Biver, Each had a great influence
on the mext. It is believed that the beginnirgs of these civilizations are about
2,000 = 8000 B.C. It is thought that perhaps these people came from the ancient
group of Sumerians. By 2500 B.C. two important cities already existed: HMohen jo-Baro
and Harappa. The first was built aleng the Hindus; the second along a tributary of
that river called Rabi. Harappa was a eity with wide streets, with sewers, drainage,
and many other advancements.

SR O iR [ nlis dedc ! 1T 8 due , f (i 5] L As? 8 b oDl g 2
This new group flourishes in the general area of the. previously great cities: but
the greatness of the Hindus civilizations declines significantly., These civilizations
i They introduced great religious and philosophical
forms, diverse and often contrary. But this great people of thinkers were lost in the
metaphysics: they lacked practical applications of their thought. Indian thinking
gives light to religious forms of other civilizations, but it becomes detached From
rezl 1ife and thus those ideas contributed do not participate actively in the history

of the construction of the earth. (777)

&1

The great civilizations of India, China, America and that of the Folynesian islands
developed greatly, but they were isolated from the rest of the world,

Civilizations of the Middle East

The civilizations of the Middle East were in direct contact with Burcpean civilizations.
About 5,000 years ago, in a big rich sunny plain crossed by the rivers Tigris and
Buphrates, a new atyle of 1ife started. From the small villages they passed to great
cities, We do mot know for sure WHO inhabited those willages at the damwm of civi-
lization; but we do know that at about
of Persia, a population formed of small men settled, their origin unknowm. They were
called the Superians. They dressed in short goatskin akirts, and their hair was
completely shaved. They lived in a simple way. They lived in huts of straw and mud,
They knew how to work in clay and metals and ebony, a precicus deep black wood, Their
deities were the forces of nature. They wrote in emneifors, which has been deciphered,
They knew how to work with and smelt metals, they kmew the wheal, the plow, they knew
how to calculate in arithmetic and geometry, they were architects amd painters, They
had a concept of money. Their state was governed by & larre number of lowsa: and their
govermment was a complicated bureauveracy, Their religion was rich in literary de-
vices: parts of the 0ld Testsment are very similar to Sumerian ovths. One oyth is

Fhal 28 abhe . f.- =wa
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"*Myu weakened by wars and were finally conquered in 1500 B.C, by
—ihis, then, was s civilization of long duration. We kpow. *Hlﬁit
their beginnings can ‘be dated at 4000 B.C,.; but there is = puaai.bi.li.t'_r '[-.h.;t tP-u
ciwilization had berun as early as 5000 B.C, el e

Anothe: 4, : : - ans, And th_"Fr i
tun. u'sr '!!ave '&emn rlmlnpiug lnnﬂ: be!m this date. lesr ‘n.td.-a ‘.I'..g'n.g. p-:'ri.-nd _,pf
splendor, and they produced a civilization which lasted the lomgest pericd of t.:I.IIh.- ':
To a degres it grently influenced the Buropean civilizations. “Egypt vq:w-‘lm:md in ..

. The. Egyptians rknﬂr .
how to accupmulate the “n lnl pecples pnedin,g them, They were great: mrmimta,
with very ereative Hl‘ﬂdh lﬂﬂ.:l:pa:;!l:mj: diucnﬁrp ‘of the Egyptians was a.great sywtem -
ﬂt_i:rigu.:m cmatitntﬂ_nt J.l:p[. hh:'u el s briﬂ.ﬂ'.ih.[_th! _l'h-lt ﬂgﬂlﬂh_tﬂa:_imm ;i

i i Tha Eg'rptima pald. ————— f‘i.gh{'. thait' vaﬂ Thu? w1
also had slawé o thd "ﬁenhrmri ‘T" I8 estidated that to construct t'l]e prrntd e 10
tomb for the ﬂﬂﬂlmpi apd his vwife, .2,300,000 blocks of stone were used, edch ' o
one waighing mére than two tgns. It was a work of 20 years during which 100, ﬁﬂ'ﬂ .uﬁﬂ;l e
worked, But the work was so hard that they could only work for.a period of ;_-.:hm g
months at a ttlne'": $9°%,000 ‘wen' worked-at! onee;: andithis long work continued.in gniﬂ.' i
to build the tombJ "Thierk is a long ind-detailed-actount of Egyptiam history, New. s -
we can only give a brief i mtmt. .pEl ue"hmﬂ: e!:m! '*’f-hr the other "ﬁiﬂllmtiﬂl-—n g it maiy
| L L g " =F ‘r"ri-tl.
HOIE: MJWM 'Ihtm- uf
meetings form always vaster groups,.the beginnings.of the husan ‘tommimity,’ The wizing-.
itself is a slow process, Eut, :L'ga..li.utinn iz a product of the infow of . peoples,” --'hr- =2
with t}le-ﬂh-:l.lﬁﬁ, we study.the prigin, the geogrphical position, “tHe @ovements of the -
ﬂriaug “péoplésrand their relationship-with other groups. Thus we are ‘trying to make -
hlst-:-rr Hot® Just the story of am Isolated group, but the h:.stn:rrr of “the wniuh of" ﬁi.qu:‘
groupsa . e w A Map of the world, adequately l,u‘ge to l-nc'h'l:a elearly
in red the" avhical positions of ‘the various. ciwilizations Hi',,s-cuuﬂ. A {_‘,lli].d i'u. R
white anaémm thus showing 2 simply picture of the civilizations), .  AND "'_.;:
A_Tize Liné showing the origins.of the Great C_:j'.vj.ii.h
zations feeding into the-mext ci‘v:[ﬂ‘zhfﬂbua afid progressing into tha ﬁ.ﬂeln-pppqt af AR -
the geographical dmlamnt n!' the cﬂtnl:ri.es oF- l&:tnt lhtur: Lod 29 Wi 5 T80
Jiow we move to a consideration of the g;hﬂmim Ao alah Rrveid i Hasmpubuntbe- 30
vhich means "the land. between,rivers,” . Babylogians congqueredithe  Sumerians. - The: .
Asgyrians are present- in this area, ,,‘:a-n,h -unﬂ for ﬂ“]gng peried of: vime, the Bawmhu— -‘
the the Assyrians jugile the.power back and forth, - lah:ﬂm—iﬂ—{ﬂﬁhlhﬂﬂ—ﬂ—iﬂ » vl lle
The spléndor of the‘city Bf" Babylom iy -39t &
reknovmed, surpassing all othera of ite time, OF particular fame are the '“'H.-augi.ng W el .
Gardens of Babylomir A great part of the Babylonian®s history'fs told in the O1d " ey
Testament. TPeople from many parts of the world lived here, ruo H I;r:r 'I:hqﬂmnit:]‘.n ']:H'pll
who were distinguished by long beards. (Of all these peoples, e Sme:hu "ﬁra duﬂ?

[ |
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distinguished by their of hai: beards., The center of the Babylonian 1ife was.
the temple. The r ¥ and most ﬁtﬂul members of the society wers the "f.'r:riuth, fig: i
. wﬁiﬁﬂﬁuﬂ&ﬁaﬂﬁaﬂﬁ _-'—.._

At this time Babylonshas 7,000,000 people. Trm city is surmmhll _'rm n-w.lll ﬂ:u;;hi.eg
that a chariot pulled by four horses can be driven around on tofi of .it, This walli c»
is 50 mif?s.ﬂﬂg -and has more than 100 doors. The most beautifunl entrande has.a dhur .3
with six Bronze fowers and opens onte a wide street whieh goes to the toyal, palacer. -
and the temple. -'ul-m; the n"trut are statues of boars and lioms, =« (Liow of Lﬂimﬂhn- .
such statues nm:l.q; seen in t]:«e muem'bﬂ Londom. ) 2 TR : i pme

Anb Wiki's K i

We have pnm zﬂW ‘B.'C_:,_,‘I‘Imu p-l:np'.l.ts hwa Thp:t a leng ﬁu.: Iﬁriﬁg t‘h-a yﬂﬂﬂ*
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Livilization moves towards Crete, then Greece, then Italy, that part inhabited by
the Etruseans. The people that left the area of the Zast Mediterranesn were adventis=

Lers,.and_great navigators. Among them were the Cansanites. a pecple of Semitic
origin who were later called, by the Greeks, the Phoendcisns. This name came from

the coler of robes which they wore: "phoenix" meaning in Greek "red-purple.”

This pecple founded cities along the Mediterranean, reaching the African coast vhere
they founded the city of Carthage. JIn their ships they resched the islands of England.
They invented and diffused an alphabet of 22 charascters (all consomants.) They were
great merchants and/or pirates. The splendor of their city Carthage is told by the
prophet Ezekiel., The origin of this people is Afro-Asiatic. The Hittites were
Indo-Buropeans. The majority of peoples im this whole area of the Mediterranean were

of Semitic origin which mesns “descendants of Sem, son of Noah.™

The Hebrews are a simple people with a great religious £aith that occupy for a time
an area of land on the Hediterranean. Thevy are a monotheistic people, and their only
cultural book iz the Bible. But this book provides a historical narration of this
"Chosen Meople™ of God; and it also tells the history of all those peoples with wheom
the Hebrews were in touch, In the Bible we have historical accounts, and alszo the
pealms of David and the proverbs; attributed to Solomom. In this book; the Hebrew
people left a heritage of literary value and one full of wisdem,

While the momumental eivilizations of Afro-Asiatic and Semitic origins developad,
peoples of other origin started to develop. This is the group of Arvams: EBurcpeans.
*The peoplew who came to occupy the marshy lands of Europe as soon
as they were sufficiently dry for habitation came in successive
waves from Central Asia, some by way of the Caucasus and the Med-
iterranean coasts; and others by a more northern route, having left
their Arvan cradle=land probably becanse it was drying up to an
uncomfortable extent about 20,000 B,C., for the Gobi Desert is
thought now to occupy that part of the esarth's surface. . "
To Educate the Human Yotential, p. 85
Some of these psoples, whose migration was probably frem Central Asis and Southarn
Enssia, moved towards the south, giving origin to the first great Enropsan kingdoms
in Asfia Minor. Who are these people of Indo-Buropsan originy The Hittites, the
Persisns, the Lydians, the Phrygians, OCroups of Aryvans moved towards Imdia and
destroyed part of that eiwilization, Again this is approximately the vear 2000 B.C.,
a time when meetings amomg Dany different groups is occuring.

In 1500 B.C, the Hittites become powerful, conquering Syria and part of Esypt.
They are the £irst people to £ight with hoerses. We have the legendary kings: Midas
of Phryvgia and Crecseus of Lydia.

The Persians,.in 550 B,.C, under Cyrus the Great took over the Median Fingdom and
then contimvued westward to conguer Lydia and Chaldes, Cyrua's son, Cambrses (530 -
521 B.C, added the Egyptian Empire to the Persian. At this point, the empire of the
Pareisns was the largest of all those of the ancient world. The Fersisns developed
g religion of one God: the great prophet of the Persian religionm was ZToroaster of
Zarathustra. This God gave people a chofce between good and bad, truth and falsity.
Their kings dedicated themselves to truth; and were kings of a great generosity.
“Daruis had much generosity, and he sget the captive Jews whom he found in Babylom
free to go back to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple which Mebuchadnezzar had destroyed,”
(To Educate the Human Potertial, #see Darius, pp. 100 = 102)

At a certain point these great empires started to decline. People in a small village
began to revolt against the Fersian control. This small willage was inhabited by a
poor pecple called the Athenians who lived on the other side of the Asgean Sea,

Darius laughed at such a rebellion, but he asked to be reminded frequently of the
name Athenian. (see pp. 101)
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way of the Balkans. Many important cities such as Mycenae were established on the
painland. But while the people from Crete were peaceful, loved art, wealth end
lmury; those from Mycenas loved war and their cities locked like fortresses.

But Crete, through cooperative relatiomships with the mainland, set up the basis

of Greek civilization. Their histery is told in Homer's The Tlliad and The Ody=sey.
Homer cglled the first Greeks "Acheans."™ For a time it was believed that thass
bocks told only legends., After World War I, it was proved that all that wasz told im
the books corresponds to reality: the ruins of Troy were discovered and the
treasures of Agamemnon were found,

K11 this happensd 1,000 years before Greece's Golden Age that zaw the greatest men
that history can remeober: in art, sculpture, theatre, nathematics, sport and
philosophy. A wise man called Sccrates welked along the streets of Athens asked
the citizens questions, obliging them to think: ™Can a gold statue save you from
dangers? Why don"t you think with your own heads?™ Of course this kind of thinking
was not acceptable to the rulers (the priests.) Socrates was accused of corrupting
the youth and was cdondemmed to die by drinking poisom. His friends prepared for
his escape, but he refused to rum away. He spent his last day-discussing philoso phy
with his friends and calmly drank the poison brought by a guard. When asked where
he wished to be buried, he said that they would have to cateh him before they could
bury him, but they could do what they liked with his body. (Fuman Fotential, p. 106)

Another important Greek was Flatg, one of the greatest philosophers in history.
Brathosthenes disclosed that the world was & sphere and calculated earth measurements.
Aristotle apeculated and experimented in natural science, AEschylu$ and Euripides
were models of the Shakespearean drama. And Archimedes discofered, among other things,
the principles of weight im water.

Herodotus, called the "Father of History,™ was a Greek who had heard many fantas-
tic tales about the unknowm world, but refused to believe them, He set out in a
bozt alone, against all warnings; and returned seventeen years later to report
the wonders of Babylon and the Persian empire, He wrote the first history book
about his travels, (Boman Potential, pp. 77=79)

The Greck's power was enclosed in their cities, Their only ideal was freedom,
With this idesl thev defeated the great Fersisn armies. At a certain point, the
Grul:a had to 'b-uu to a Macedonian king who nlniued however, pure Greek descent.

Phillip had the wisdom
te give his son over to the tutelage of Aristotle. FPhillip prepared a great Greek
atmy to conguer Persia. But he was killed at 40, and hiz son Alexsnder tock the
throne, He immediately guided his arey against Persia. He was more interested
in knowing the world than conquering it. He tock with him specialists in all fields,
engineers for drawing maps, and men who studied the fauna and flora. He wrote
constantly to Aristotle, describing all that he saw and sending flora and fauna
back from the different areas where his armies traveled. He was considered a god by
hiz soldiers and he had suecess wherever he went. In Egypt he was welcomed as
the son of a god., In this triumphant march he reached India. . But his soldiers
were tired and asked him to turn back, He reluvctantly agreed, but chose to take
gn inland route home in order to further explore. And on that trip, he todk a
tropical fever and died. . .very young. Among other cities, he founded Mexandrias
in Egypt where Erathosthenes founded the great university. After his death, the
empire broke up. But his expediticn was the first of :|.t.-B kind, t:q'l;lallud only by
that of Julius ﬂunr 25'3 yuara later.

The splendor of the Greek civilization reached 1,000 B.C. During this periocd,
there were many migrations. The Greeks came to the Italian peninsula where they
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It can be said that Bome owels its origin to the Btruscan civilization. The Row
Bans take their civilization to all parts of the world. Thus all the Wastern

They loved art, lmcury. But they were an anarchistic people with no concept of
a state., They were highly individualistic and ready to sacrifice their lives for
their owm people. Along with the Etruscans, other peoples reach Italy, There
are many waves of migratioms, The Lydians come from Yugloslavia and settle om
the northeast coast of Italy. Another group, the Latins reached Italy on the western
r:mmt by 3h£p. In 750 B.C. thevy fnuudud the bauia af what uwld: la.tur I:r: Bome. The
uu_ba!.mi on_ MM;_.L}_WMMMLM@M
al This presented a big respon=

gibil i.tjr to the people, one nf order, of duty and discipline. All this is trans-
mitted through their code of laws that guided not only Westerm, but Fa.'.ttﬂm countries
long after the smpire was gone,

ue iti They were intelligent, but they did

not _possegs the genius of the Gresks, But their contributions were ipportant: thev
spread all esrer the sworid what the Creeks had learned, Roman expanszion was enormous
and it lasts five centurias,

While the civilizations around the Middle East rose and declined, nomad groups
of people were spreading in the Northern forests. There were forests spreading all
over Burope to China, The Greeks and the Romans called these people barbarians.
According to them, these people were living outside of civilization, For meny centuriies,
these groups came in contact with more civilized groups of the south through trade
and battle. In this way, they absorbed the culture of the civilizations, Barbarian
groups were many in mmber., The Aryans, ancestors of the Ind -Buropeans, first came
dosm into Iran and India. German tribes spread all over northern Europe, originating
groups of Scandingvrians: Vandals, Goths, Visigoths, Towards the west, there ori-
ginated the Pranks, the Saxons, and the Lombards, These tribes moved oot in all
directions, originating many different groups of different names, In 200 B.C,
China ¢vercame the Funs, thus pushing them westward, Thiz tribe sent mway by the
Chinese spread all over Burope, inveding Europe in terrible wavs. They were ferociocus
warriors. And as they drew closer to Eurepe, they brought along all the other
tribes thev found alomg the way: peoples such as the Slavs. These tribes were
typlcal Inhabitants of plains and forests. Among these tribes, the two greatest
groups were the Celts and the Hittites, All of these tribes wandered in the foreats
of Burope. We know of these groups through the works of Herodotus,

l-'ith th: Eut ami tht G'reeka. For a :hnrt t:i.mt th:? nm:t:;ritd I-Iempcrtmh, and thtn
were absorbed by other groups around 0 (B.C.=A.D.) The Gelts moved tovards Wales,
Scotland and Irelapnd. They were able to keep the traditioms of these peoples intact,
They pushed onward towards the Iberian peninsula, Paris takes itz name from one of
these tribes, the Parigi, The Celts were called the "Pitti"™ by the Romans because
they painted their faces, The Celts enthusiastically scéepted the Romanas when

they arrited in their area which is now Britain, And they went on kecping the

Boman culture alive for centuries, after the invasions of the Vandals and the Goths.
These Celts had a keen sense of itndependence and a2 fine sense of humor,.

i it ; and Just as we
r'.annnl: dlﬂuvnr tha links i.n animla ‘H.Ea or heman g:aupa af men who lived at
different times. First there is a small group that gradually expands, becomes richer
and; wvhen it reaches its highest point, it begins relaxing and enjoying its gains
s0 that a new group comes along and, as it begine to expand and become powerful,
conquers and absorbs the f£irst, At every step there is scomething new, scoething
better. Life always looks for scmething more perfect.
throngh work: and in the spiritual, through a higher consc ousness (art, culture
a.,s._tmrmmu les have contributed fo this development, When the Exyptiams

nnnnnn T4 manma ek .-.-.-u-uil: Ran meonssembhal &a aedd e e et B W s o B




Great Civilizations. . .Second Presentation. . .

thought to the level of its recent development, -n:inm: t'na warld their 'uhllnunph?
and science. All these peoples togeth > ak . .

mnw_thn:_qmmg_mm

fice their owvn lives for the welfare of mankind. It is enough to think of scien-
tists, researchers, missionaries. Many have contributed to the progress of civili-
zation,

{The children sust understand that human evolution iz not Fimishad: the task
of man now is great.) Everything we can see in our explor:ition of history imdicates
that the level which ancient civilizations reached was wvery high. The cultures
blended. M]Lﬂnﬂ:h tqr_ith;Mhen;f;t of ma g;

su_,,,_uar,,.ﬂ,.n_g.._tu. _s.enernttd ﬁnd thuu_m;:;rm_as tnﬂ nh:nh' rmuj._in_:h;_indiﬂﬂm
and_thus prevent nsyehic unity

« The help we give as adults iz an understanding of
evolution in its entirety.

jﬂ_ﬂmlmimuﬂt Jman. lmt htmum“wmm
:.a.il:h Iu: hﬂps hi.m-elf uith !aith. Hun panu t'rm mngic t-:r the £irst religious
forms. Each religion brings scmething new, each one has an origin in something that
came hcfm.'u. Soma have dlnagpeared. goms are still Bli"i"!... But all religions have

We must try to understand each religion, to see the harmony in each., Bach reli-
gion tries to raise man's spirit, each believes in the conquest of good over evil,
Each one brings something new and better.

Hothing can be erased from history. . .no religion, If each one brings scmething
new, let us think of the new things which each one has contributed,

Christianity: brings something new that the ancients did not have, that they could
not vet pozsess, OChrist opened our sves to & new world whether man wants to see it

of not, He made a new light shine in the darkness, MNem are called to live in this
world, to become an integral part of the world. To understand it, we must pass the
individual point of view and go into the spirit of a collective mankind in which

aach individual conscience feels united to the persons who have lived, who live and
who will live. Man who consciously works today knows that he will have an influence on
beings of the present and the future. The novelty of Christianity lies here: im

the global vwision of mankind., Christian charity ia the completion of all human

beings in love. It is impossible to understand it without feelings for all of mankind,
It iz alive only when it is felt as a moral Eorce that penetrates each of us and
establishes behavior in a precise way. The novelty is: "To LOVE thy neighbor as
thyself, "™



GREAT CIVILIZATIONS OF MESOAMERICA: Mayan and Aztec.,...0lmec and Toltee

We cannot consider any Mescamerican group in iselation., As we have & scovered
in other centers where civilizations developed, each group influences and s influenced
by the others. It i=s evidant.that Mexican influences guided the course of the Mayas
history and that the Mayas influenced many other groups with whem they came in contact,
The Aztecs, the Mayas, end the Toltecs all built pyramids to the gods of the sun and
the moon; and those pyramids were all lucaﬁad zccording to astronocical lines of
sight and erected under calendrical dictates, In each group the priests had great
power, hieroglyphic writing was used, chocolate beans were used as money, The
groups similarly ate maize, beans and squash as the fr imary diet, Of particular
interest is the great similarity in the principal gods of the three groups., For
all this gpod took the form of the plumed serpent: for the Aztecs and the Toltecs
this god was called Quetzacoatl and for the Mayas the name was Eukulcan, Their |
pantheons included a rain god, and gods nssignéd to the four drectionz of the
universe (cardinal points) and the center, They believed in a multitiered heaven
and an underworld. And there are many other Indications which show the close rela-
tionships of these groups,

We know that there were wavelike contacts among these peoples as they flowed
against and over one another, But, in spite of the outstanding archeoclogical re-
starch that has brought these civilizations to light in the last £ifty years, there
is still a lack of fixed points of reference. And so the question of the specifie
history of these peoples iz still tentative and without clear sequence. There are
many dates, but as yet no real history.

There are several interesting factors which have contributed to this clouded
vigion of the past that make the Mescamerican civilizations unique, The Mmerican
cultures were not river-based, This is ‘alse true of the Incas on the high plateau
of Feru, Their unusval locations in dense jungle and torrid climatic conditions
has made the work of archeologists particularly diffieult; and it provekes questions,
too, about the factors which gave rise to such high civilizations. We know that

these groups did practice agrieulture, But the Mayas, in particular, 4id this
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of Archaeclogy remarks: “Though it is possible to have culture witheut techniques,
there are no viable cultures without the plow.™ This factor makes an interesting
page in the history of the Mayas,

Another factor which contributes to the difficulty of constructing a history
of these peoples is that although their calendar was highly developed (it has, in
fact, been called "The most accurate calendar in the world,™ that of the Mayas);
there is a difficult step from the calendar that this people used to the actual
é¢hronology of events, The calendar of the Mayas starts at an arbitrary point
which they called "4 Ahau, 8 Cumhu"™ but the commmnity of archeclogists and erypto-
logists have not yet agreed on just exactly when that point comes in terms of
our own system of dating. Finally, we acknowledge the disaster of the Spanish
conquest when the Central Mmerican cultures were virtually beheaded. Priests and
soldiers alike took their turn in demolishing everything and erasing the important
traces of the ¢civilizations, °

To cite a eultural historian, Oswald Spengler: "This iz the only sxample of the
violent sudden death of a culture., Thia culture did not wither away; it was not
surpressed or inhibited., It was murdared in the full glory of its flowering,
demolished 1ike a sunflower wantenly beheaded by & passerby,.”™

It is gignifiecant that the Mayas are still living., They number mere than two
million and have not changed a great deal physicially, only slightly in their way
of 1ife and their elothing, Their culture, in fact, persisted as a unity until

only four hundred years ago.

THE OLMECS

Ko primitive kinds of man, such as the Java man or reking man, have ever been
found, and none of the apelike primates from which man evolved in the Mesosmerican
area, IThere are, in fact, no apes at all, living or fossil, in the ‘mericas. HMan
is mot native to the New World, Eemove ancestors of the American Indians were
varieties of the species of Homo sapiens., They settled in the New World as early

as the last stacde of the PFleistocene Era. anoroximatalvw 9000 B.C. Driven by
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the Bering Straits, and Alaska, Early emmigrants may have left Siberia as
mach as 20,000 or even 40,000 years ago, before p-nlpint-mki.ng had become established,
But about 12,000 years ago came a dramatic change., Chief proofs of this are the
beautifully made spearheads found sparingly in many parts of the United States and
Mexico,

About 7000 B.C, when the glacier had retreated, the climate began to grow hot
and arid. By 5000 B.C. the face of the land had changed dramatically, These
changes were not felt strongly im the eastern parts of Yorth America and en the
Goeat Flains, vhere the Indian continued to live chiefly by big game hunting. But
Indians in the west and in Mexico were forced to develop different ways of making
a living, They hunted and trapped small desert animals and learned to make greater
use of seeds and other wegetable foods that could be stored for consumption during
the hungry months. Their desert-living technique, heavily dependent om seed gathering,
was the base from which true agriculture gradu.ﬂ.l? developed, And without established
agriculture, there could have been no flowering of civilizatisn in the New World,

By the year 3400 B.C, man has learned to cultivate corn or maize, It is during
this time, about 2500 B.C,, that the Maya ancestors arrived in the highlands, Imple-
ments such as choppers and scrapers and nut-crackers indicate their use of a variety
of seeds and plants, By 2000 B,C, the magical crop, maize, was well established in
most parts of Middle America and was moving across the Isthmus of Panama and on to
South America, -

The first major eivilization of the New World was that of the Olzecs, an enigmatic
people who inhabited the jungles along Mexico's Culf Coast as far back as 1200 B,C,
They developed a system of writing and exhibited a unity of art style revealed in
massive scale public architecture and elaborate tombs and gigantie basalt sculptures.
Scme scholars speculate that they may ha:ve devised the Long Count calendar of the
Mayas. This pecple was pervaded by a powerful religion which centered wpon a rain
god that was a ereature combining the features of a jaguar with a weeping human
infant., At abeut 1000 B.C. they established a ceremonial :;nnttr called La Venta

on an island, It was dominated by a 100-foot pyramid and lasted for at least 400
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Mach of the Olmec history is lost in the mists of Iaﬁlu,.hut vestiges of this
group are found all over Mexico. The crude system of glyphs which they invented
influenced all forms of writing used in Middle America, most being deduced directly
from them. And im many ways, later ecivilizations were dependent on the Olmec

achievement,

TEOTTHUACAN (Ostovahmaleo)

From developments begun at Ostoyahualeo around the beginning of the Christian
era (.0.), the great Teotihuaecan civilization grew, nn@ of the most splendid of
ancient America. The first center had raised platforms for ritual use. Around them
was a zone of residences where the priests lived as well as artisans and merchants,
They huddled close to the sacred structures and their prescence made Tbatihuac;n
the first true city in Middle America, Its people must have been vigorous and their
social-religious organization excentionally powerful, At about 300 A.D, a second
ecity of Teotihuacan was begun about thirty miles northeast of Mexico City, Through
this eity runs a breoad avenue called the Avenue of the Dead, nearly two miles long
and lined with low stone-faced structures, The center of this Teotihuaecin is a
pyranid complex consisting of the Vyramid of ¥h= Sun T00-feet square at the base
and as high as a modern twenty-story building., It is built of earth and sun-dried
bricks and Eh;Ethtﬂ'Hith stoneé. The smaller Pyramid of the Moon is also within
this P?Tlﬂid.fitld. all of which are stepped with the characteristic stairways we
find in later Maya and Aztec building.

At some point during the power of the Teotihuacim civilization, this people
dominated both the Mayas in ‘the lowlands and the highlands, carrying off their riches
for the TeotihuAean throne, They influenced both these groups and their traces
also indicate that they are precursors of the later Toltec culture, We begin our
look at the Toltees, in fact, with the group who flees sow'thward from this city
of Teotihufican when it succumbs to an invansion of fierce ?a:hariln:, the Chichimees,.
This event occurs at about 600 A.D, And the Chichimecs, while they caused the total

collapse of some high cultures and drastically altered the structure of others.
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wag it every complete, Some cities in the Valley of Mexico accepted the Chichimec
rulers and were protected by them. BSome resisted for considerable lengths of time.
Some of the Chichimees were assimilated by the valley's ancient civilizations and

helped the survivors repel fresh invaders, Others built cities of their owvm and

gradually improved them as their cultural level rose,

THE TOLTECS

At about 950 A.D, & group of people fleeiny the disaster of Teotihufecan and
claining kinship with the Chichimecz feund the city of Tula under the leadership
of Tapiltzin, This is the beginning of the Toltee people, and their capital of
Tula becomes the center of an empire that deminates mot only the Valley of Mexico
for 500 years, but many distant parts of Middle America, Ancient Tula is character-
ized by a fiercemess and strenth reflecting the Toltee warrior spirit. The Toltec
art and architecture is, in fact, centered around the image of the Toltec warrior,
The principal feature of the city is a low five-stepped pyramid topped by a wide
platform once occupied by a large temple. Standing in a row om the platform are
four stone columns in the shape of armed warriors 15 feet tall. These columns
supported the temple®s timber rocf., In some ways Tula was a mew kind of ecity, Its
temples and large residential sections erowmed an easily defensible hilltop. The
Toltee capital was a city of soldiers, cbeying military leaders and supported by
Wealth extracted from conguered populaticms,

By 1000 A,D, the Toltee armies, made up of every different race and tribe in the
valley, had spread over most of Mexico, They dominated both coasts and reached
northern Yucatsn overwhelming centers where the late Maya civilization was flourishing.
When the Toltecs invaded Tu::at;n, they established their regiomal capital in the
conquered Mayan city of Chichén-Itzd.

1168 A.D, brought the destruction of Tala, prebably at the hand of another wave
of Chichimecs who, throughout Teoltec times, never ceased to be a menace from the
north. TIts site was deserted, but the glory of Tula lived on in the hearts of the

Mexican peoples who all elaimed descant From +hia amnirva.
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had developed a calendar, The rulers of Tula had a reputation for wisdom; their
laws were just and their religion mild, free from cruelties, Definite influences
are noticeable from the Teotihudcan religion. Here again we find pyramids of the

sun and moon. In many ways, we can cite the Toltecs of precursors of both the

Aztee and the Mayen developments.

-

THE AZTECS

1200 A,D, =====The Aztecs made their. first appearance still as a wandering Chichi=
mec tribe., Their principal god mftitziiupachrgtli was the fearsome god of war, When
the Azteca first. entered the Valley of MHexico, they were shunted from place to place.
A1l the good land in the valley was occupied, and none of its cities wanted these
dangercus and hungrey barbarianes te setlle near them. According te their legend,
mitsilup-nchitlil.. as the divine advisor, told the people to search for an eagle
perched on a cactus and helding a snake in its beak. There they should found their
city. Om a deaerted.jlmgle island in Lake Texcoco, their search ended when the divine
gignal was found and there they began. In a remarkably short period of time, this
small tribe accumulated an empire that dominated a large part of the Valley of
Mexico,

In 1519, when Hernando Cortes and his small band of Spaniards set out to conquer
Mexico, they expected to £ight scattered tribes. And instead they found themselves
at war with a highly civilized nation that could well be called an empire, Vast
cities with temples and palaces greeted them, the greatest of which was Mexico, the
Aztec capital. There they encountered the great Moctezuma and the treasure of the
Aztecs, great quantities of gold and silwver and precious stones. The accommts of
the conquest of thiz empire by Cortes are complete and amazing. The result was a
total destruction of the capital oty amd the civilization, In 1520, at the Battle
of Otumba, the kingdom of the last Moctezuma died,

The Aztec civilization was characterized by a highly develcped social 1life, by
imnovative educational methods, and by real eivilizational -progress: regulation of

traffiec, census-registration in cities, bnilding construetion, dikes, flna.t‘lrl.g islands
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~ This was the god vho demanded human sacrifices, a eruvel rituval which dominates the

- historical impression of this people, At the same time, it can be said that the
I -

people had a highly developed morality., And they called themselves “Teocaltitlam™

| which means temple pecple from "teo-cal-l1i" meaning "House of Ged.™

THE MAYA .

i We divide the study of the Mayas into two empires: 0Old Empire and Few Empire.
This division iz linked to the sudden and hitherto unexplained migration of an I
i entire population of people Erom one geographical location to a totally new ond.
The 014 Baopire tokes place in the piddle Mexican lowlends. Then that eapite of
highly developed cities i:u abandoned for a new location far north inm the Yucatin

peninsula. ,

a pIpsy

We consider :fi:st the development of the ﬂ'_ld Eppire, 4As we have noted, the
ancestors of the Mayas arrive in the highlands by 2500 B.C. Duriog a formative
period w'l.tiuh laztz until about 150 A D, forming iz firmly established and we mark
the first intensive settlements of Maya land, priearily in the central walley of
‘Mexico, It iz a time during which there is an establishment of Hﬂﬂ'ﬂ-ap:aakiug

peasants everywhere, Miny cultures are beginning, all with some forms of pottery.

_—

Fishing and farning form the basis of the life. From 150 A,D, until 270 AD, the
developments of these various cultures bring us to the threshold of the classie . |
Mayan civilization. The date of the oldest eity, ‘-El'axa:tﬁ.n iz 374 A.D,

From this date wntil 610 A,D, is the period when the 0ld Eopire reaches its
peak of development. Many cities are founded, In particular, three cities JUarae—
*l:ni'l'lrnT Palenque, and Enpﬂn} are built, each at the vertex of a triangle pithin the
area of which the entire eivilization dewvelops. Other cities are built on the
i sides or within this triangle. The Mayas are the only people in the world whose

living space developed centripetally rather than centrifugelly. Thete ds real

PRl s L . 5w

grouth and expansion imvelved, for there is me political -power superior to .the

Mayas, HNewvertheless, the 0ld Empire dewvelops in this unexplained and,unusual way.

The accomplishments of this people of the Old Empire are great. -The Mayan

calendar, based on a dual system of the Lomg Coumnt and the Short Count.was .develos
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n‘numn
"Bverywhere in this Mayan art, in buildings that had been
raised tier on tier im the jungle without the aid o
draft animals or carts, in seulptures executed in stene
with =tone tools, there was not a single ornament or
relief, animal frieze or sculptured figure, that was
not directly related to scme specific date, Every niece
of Mayan construction was part of a great calendar in
«stone. There was no such thing as random sTrangement;
the Mayan acsthetic had a mathematical basis, Apparent-
1y meaningless repetitions and abrupt breaks in the con-
formaticon of the gruescose stone visages were, it appeared,
occasioned by the need for expreszsing a certain mumber
or some particular calendrieal intercalation, When
the ormamentation on the ramp of the Hieroglyphie Stairway
at Copan was repeated some fifteen times, this was in J
order to express that number of elapsed leap yvears. «

i

e social organization of the Hnyu' was one of extreme sccial status. The pa-

laces of the nobility and the temples of the priests were built en high ground and
?uﬁll;.uiad A8 B furtraaa.. About thiz stone city were the wooden huots of the coTTon
pecple, There were mo intermediate social estates. The farmers were cbliged to
!. Support -':]1‘.; fuling classes w—i_t'g. Baize, '[‘Im-jr were also the builders, hauling great

'I:-l-nclr.-n of stone for the massive stepped pyramida built with such calendrical pre-
q‘him and chiseling with stone implements. Iron, copper, bronze were not yet used.

T.hg_ high culture and superior knowledge of the priests grew increasingly esoteric.
There was virtuelly no exchange of experience. The Mayan savants were preoccuped
with the stars and forgot the farm lands, Thus there was wno plow, The primitive
“milpa". agriculture prevalled, a simple systen of burnimng jungle brush, making holes
with a pointed stick and -:.’frnppi.ng the maize neﬂa‘ri_:“ the hole.

It may be that gventually the farm lands within all reasonable distances from
the cities were totally worm out. And the pupulati;:n, to avoid starvation evacuated
the entire kingdom., Or the answer may have been linked with the Teotihufcan
demination., The event has not been yet understood,

Put it is certain that about 610 A.D. a whole people packed up and migrated to
the.wild comntry of the north. /And the New Empire was bagim. In the new cities
that. wers fwnded,__ again the Mayan py_rmi.da appear and other evidences of & contine

wation-of: the. former. civilization. But there are indications, tnn,__t‘n:.t there were
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u;tt\nh In the special architectural style of the New Kingdom there appears to
be a synthesis of techniques and motifs of Toltec Mexico and native Mavan. At
about 987 A.D. there is a real Toltec imvasion of the new Mavan cities. The Toltecs
establish their capital at ﬁtitén-ltsi. overcoming the Mavas by sea and land, But
the two peoples seem to blemd well. Both the society amd the religion of the two
groups mesh: and the native Mays princes are incorpeated into the power structure,
Frogress continues. A League of Mayapan is founded among three major cities:
HMayapan, michﬁn-Itzi, and Themal. But internal dissension provokes an uprizing of
the oppressed elements vho, under the leadership of the Xiu Dynasty, take Mavapan,
The league is weakened, and further fighting leads to its collapse. In 1841 A.D,
we come to the real end of the kingdom of the Mayas, The It:i", another wandering
tribe are involved in these last two hundred years of Mayan history, Wuen the
ﬁlﬂpan League collapses, they found another small center at Tayasal where the
Mayan civilization persists awhile longer. TIn 1697 A, D, that center finally falls
to the Spaniards,

The contributions that the Maya made, the developments they made in a variety :f
areas, is a long study. In Chichen-Ttzd, the main pyramid called the Castillo,
iz built as a series of eight terraces with steps which moumt each one. On the
upper platform is the temple of Fukulean, the Plumed Serpent =zod, It is knowm that
this structure was under censtruction for a peried of at least 00 years., The Mavas
believed that the world ended at the end of every S52-year period which acceunts for
the cight terraces. The observatory located atop on of the pyramids in this ﬁtjr
is a circular structure with windows placed to foeus on certain astronomical lime s
of sirht, The treasure brc.nught up from the Sacred Well, the "Cenote™ of GhinEn-ItEa,
has been noted as a value surpassed only by the treasure of the Pharoah Tutankhamen.
Into this well, to propitiate angry gods, were throwm beautiful maidens and captive
warrior youths, And it was the custom to throw rich offerings in after the sacrifi-
cial victims: household utensils, ornaments, gold. The custom reminds us that

this people, too, though highly rationalistic in many senses,; were dominated by the



I - — S = P s 5. b g

i . >

Mesoamerican. . .page 10
We econelude with an interesting parallel to other gﬂ:at' civilizations drawn by

the German archaeologist Theodor-Wilhelm Danzael:

"Occasionally in order to characterize the Aztec, as distin-
guished from the Mayan, culture, analogies with the 014 Werld
have been adduced, im which the Aztecs have been compared to
the Bomans and the Mayas to the Greeks. These pariallels, om
the whole, are apt. The Mayas were indeed 2 people who, like
the Greeks, split up into many communities, whe quarreled
among themselves, and whe formed temporary alliances only when
it became necegsary to resist a common enemy. But even though
the Mayas did mot distinguish themselves as a political power,
they have to their eredit remarkable achisvements in sculpture,
architecture, astronomy, and mathematics,

The Aztecs, on the other hand, were a warlike folk, who
built their empire on the ruing of another pecple, the Toltees,
unable t¢ resist the power of their onslaught. The Toltecs,

if we carry our analegy still Further, would parallel the
Etruscans,”

Michael D. Coe, The Maya, Penguin Books, ltd.,Rarmendsworth, Middlesex, England, 1966

C.¥W. Ceram, Gods, Graves, and Scholars, Alfred A. Fnopf, Inc., Few York, 1951

Ann Angell Freeman
Bergamo, 1974




SOCIETY AND CIVILIZATION: Second Presentation AGE 11 - 12

We have seen, in a simple way, the difference between society and civilization.
Bow we give a more accurate definition, By society we mean an asscciation of living
organism, . .with the purpose of preserving the species through a greater protectiom
given through their unioni that is, the union of several beinge belonging to the same
species, Sometimes these individuals reach a specialization of labor. Therefore, we
do not have to come to man to discover these asseciaticons,

Civilization indicates the way {n which a material, social and spiritual 1ife of
a people manifests, Civilization has made it possible for Homo gsapisns, through his
custeoms, culture, language and art:
4nd_to mark a new evolutive process. Civilizations of the first human groups are
called cultures because they are still rudimentary. The first human socisty was the

family. We have seen how NecCessary

of his offspring. Man, if isolated from human society, will laugh, will ery, will
express his emotional 1ife. But he will lose his human characteristics and remain
nude. Therefore, the family nucleus is not only impertant, but necessary.

During nomadic 1ife, man felt the need to get together as a family——-and sometimes
for several families to get together, Man realized that union was good for defense
and cooperation, The cooperative effort {s the main characteristic of any form of
eivilization, With the passage from the nomadic to the sedentary 1ife, the groups
inereased in population. Division of labor started; division into classes; rights
and duties of different classes ll-!ﬂlu'p-ud' pen‘plu started to e:pﬂri,mnt in uu:hl and
moral subjects, ' s : 3 C OO 18 h 4 avior.
(In the beginning men ﬁn not Hrit:u the laws: but the codiffcatien bagina.]

The behavier may change according to the people: and in the same p:qph may change
according to the time.
becanse, if they becoms static, they destroy the peopls, Thess patrsrns of hehavior
are called laws, To form the laws special persons are chosen and different governments
established. During the wmfeolding of history, we will study the different forms of
govermment, analyzing the advantages and disadvantages of the diffarent forms,

It must be clear that something is necessary, some form of government, There may
be good and bad systems. Many times the werst svastems are formed by persons complaining
about the laws that already exist., They remove them and create a worse system, Laws
e _mecessary:  thete is no
together. OSome have thought---and seme still thinke-—that it is enough te destrey
capitalism im order to live in a "fairy tale world,” Some think that the demecratiec
state has been surpassed, and that newr a strong Tuler is mecessary, Howsver, in des-
troying one thing er the other, it often leads to terrible dictatorships. Dictaterships
are hidden in sophisticated sentences: “This misery is necessary for the defense of
the welfare of the state.™ or "These imprisonmenta, these deaths, are neceasary
measures to defend the freedom of the state.” In this way dangerous membars are
etliminated. They are killed or sent into exile or inte forced laber camps,

r.'ui:_mm mwmkiu.thn_"ﬂiﬂ:. Wﬂ_ﬂ_znnth.m
(Elixir: any medicinal potion thought to have generalized curative or restorative
powers,) That is, the secarch for a ready and simple solution for all the ills of the
world,

W& have seen, in the chart of the fundamental needs of man, that man has an intui-
tion for u;l:ariai_and_aﬂﬂ.mﬂ_unﬂ; l:rftnn the latur Mm the most important
oneg . [(hess 8 r ; - el s - T T
gions have a great i.u.flm dm.‘l.ng the 'I-:I'I!.ﬂlﬂ lift -n! !thl!n indr.vidu.nl. E!lip;lnn also
has great influence on art and philosophical movesments, If the family is as old as
man I8, we can say that fear, too, I8 that o6ld: especially the cosmic fear. We dan




.f

Society and Civilization. . .Second Presentation. . 3

the time to sacrifice something precicus and dear, to appease the gods, In this

way human sacrifices began, If an individual didn't submit to these religious forms,
he was ostracized from society: "an untouchable." Often this poor being Finally
felt guilty; and he had to repent publicly in order to be resccepted. The chief of
these primitive religions waz a member of the tribe, perhaps more intelligent than

the others. Hes was given the name of wizard or magician, and he was also often the
¢ivie leader of the commumity.

o
of superstitions. An example is the taboa: a prohibition execluding scmething from

use, approach, or mention because of its ssered and invioclable nature. This is an

ob ject or a person or an idea that cannot be touched, reached, discussed, Witch-hunting
is mot a remote happening im our past., Thousands of persons at one time have been
killed because they were suspected to bhe witches. #And today certain persons are ac-
cused of "bringing bad luck.” Some superstitions are so common that we hardly recopnize
them as such: knocking on wood, the broken mirrer, the black cat. Then there are
totems: objects which bring good luck: these are the direct descendents of such

totems which were used by the spiritual leaders of primitive tribes. The totem is tha
origin of the family coat of arms,

. o W

It is important to respect such moral and religious laws of any group, We think
of all the effort man will make to see and touch a relie. Pilgrims make lomg trips
to wisit the place where a relic iz kept, to Places where the Virgin has made a miracle,
to sacred cities: the Moslems go to Mecca, the Hindus to the Ganges River. Objects,
symbols, religious characters as found in jewelry are part of this, too, a protection
against divine fury.

The mystery of sleep without end, the sur-
vival of the spirit, the possibility to commumicate with the dead, the reincarnatiom in
other beings (including animals), the continuity of 1ife even after death in the form

of a spirit or with the same material needs---all create a part of the history of
ciwilizatiom. Through religious eulta

af certain civilizations: for there are tangible clues of the 1ife they had in the
traces of the practices and relies left. In ancient tombs we find ancient remains

which tell of the life of civilizations. Some of thesze testimonies are underatood:

some are still a secret, not yet know to us, Stonehenge is a prehistorie ceremonial
tuin on the Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, England: it was constructed at its first
stage In the megalithic pericd, 1900 - 1700 B.C., a cireular formationz of huge upright
stone slabs and lintels. We do not know the story. Certain mysterious temples axist

in part on the island of Sardinia., Such testimonies are Found on every contiment,

These religious cults transferred from father to acn, creating a security for the people,
giving them the power to struggle and te win: in wars, in life itself,

i ivi When faith and ideals
are lacking, there is insecuity, weakness, no more reasom to live, IF the foree of
the spirit dies, the most important part of man dies. Thus the spiritual part of

a people's eivilization is more important than the material one, Material possessicons
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« It is encugh to thimk that if a man of ome group
kills 2 man of another, he will become a hero. But if he kills ome of his own group,
hﬂ: "1.11 h’ﬂ' l'tﬂdﬂli L

We have seen the great influemce of religiom on civilization. Now we lock at the
influence of - F
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first peoples were nomads, With asriculture thev settlad Aem. BRnt nat =17 heman



