
History and the Concept of Time

Lessons begin with counting days on the calendar, personal time lines that represent the length 
of one’s own life, how one’s life compares to the life of family members, and finally how the year 
can be divided into parts such as months, quarters, semesters. Exercises for learning clock time 
are also here along with a wonderful lesson associating the past, present and future with verb 
tenses.

In the middle is a key lesson called “Christ: the Center of Man’s History” or “Why is this 1974 (or 
the present year)?”  The second title is usually the best choice although the lesson must 
somehow include reference to the Roman’s association of the year zero with the birth of Jesus. 
Once zero has been established, the terms B.C. and A.C. need to be explained and replaced 
with B.C.E. and C.E. labels.  (For awhile Before the Christian Era and Christian Era and now 
Before the Common Era and Common Era.)

Once this Time Line of Centuries has been introduced, it provides an indispensable tool for 
locating events in written history.  In the Bergamo Montessori school where I observed in the 
year 1974, this time line was on permanent display on a low table that stretched all along one 
side of the room.  Children were often seen browsing it, reading little notes or placing pictures 
on it, attending to the relative occurrence of events over time. 
































