
History as Cosmic Education:  The Time Line of Life

The Time Line of Life depicts evolution on a long pictorial chart about 6 feet long and 2 feet tall. 
Across the top are colored strips that name and represent the eras—Paleozoic, Mesozoic, 
Cenozoic, and squeezed into the end, a tiny slot for the Neozoic Era.  Additional titles below 
each of those epochs are further designations of time such as the “Age of Invertebrates.” Animal 
and plant species are colorfully illustrated across the time line, with red lines showing the rise 
and fall of each. Some species dominate the landscape of life briefly before disappearing or 
being subsumed by the next evolving species.  Some of the red lines, such as one associated 
with sea sponges, continue horizontally across the full length of the line.

In many Montessori elementary classrooms, there is a “hands-on” material consisting of a 
“titles-only” Time Line of Life accompanied by numerous folders containing the pictures from 
each epoch. Students can rehearse the stories as they place the pictures for each era on the 
line. 

The lessons described in this section suggest two presentations of the Time Line of Life, moving 
from the first simple introduction to a presentation with more details, richer stories, and some 
philosophical interpretations.  In fact, the Montessori guide usually brings the Time Line of Life 
out for inspection, interpretation and elaboration many times.  Students do, too.














































































































